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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

GROVER SELLERS
ATTORNEY GENERAL

iiocorable Compton wWhite
County Auditor
Freestone County
Fairfield, Toxas

Dear Sir: Opinion No, 0-6666
Re:; Under the provisions of
Senate Bill lo. 1 Regu~
lar seseion, 49th vy C8N
the Commissigners

Your request for
reads as follows:

'UndfzfﬁﬁS“Qpnera Salapy’Law epacted by
the recent session of ‘the Legislature of Texas
which-~pe sioners Courts to
increase £the sularies of\county officlals,
preclgct\ofricexs and deputies to county
offiolqls) Cenmissioners' Court in-
" drease e d9fficials salaries and
legve soie &8 they are under the old salary
= %gx rorjrstai.ce, could tie court raise
Ralarieg of gdunty coamissiouers a.d not
-cnangq\the sslafies of otier officialsyn

uenate &ill 2., 123, wiicli was ,asngd oy tLe
recert mcssion of tie Legisleture ard walch overus tae
ireressing of tie seleries of tae officers, deutles,
assistants and clerks therein. naned, provides ip psrt us
followsi -

"Section 1. That article 3851, ilevised Civil
Statutes of 7Texas, 1925, as amended, be and the
same 1s hereby amended by adding tnereto the
following: :
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“t{(a) The Commissioners Court is hereby
suthorized, when in their judgment the financial
oondition of the oounty and the needs of the
officers Justify the inorease, to enter an order
inoreasing the compensation of the preocinot,
county and distrioct offiocers in an additional
anount not to exceed twenty-five (254) per ocent
of the sum allowed under the law for the fisocal
year of 1944, provided the total compensation
authorized under the law for the fiscal year of
13&2 444 not exceed the sum of Thirty-six Hundred
{$3600,00) Dollars.'

"Seo, 2, That Artiocle 3902, Revised Civil
Statutes of Texas, 1925, as amended, be and the
same is hereby amended by adding thereto the fol-
lowing: :

3 - w19,  The Commissioners Court is herebdy
‘authorized, when in their Jjudgment the fineanoial
condition of the ocounty and the needs of the
deputies, assistants and oclerks of any distriot,
county or precinot officer justify the inoreass,
to enter an order inoreasing the compensation of

- . suoh deputy, assistant or olerk in ean additional
amount not to exceed twenty-rfive (25%) per oeant
of the sum allowed under the law for the fiscal
yoar of 1944, provided the total compensation
authorized under the law for the fiscal year of
192& 414 not exceed Thirty-six ijundred (,3600.00)
Dollars.? '

"Sec. 3., That Section 13 of Article 3912e,
deviged Civil Statutes of Texas, 1925, as amended,
be and the same 18 hereby smended by adding thereto
the following:

"t{e) The Comzlssioners Court is zerebdby
authorized, whern in their Judgment tone financial
conditior of the county and tne needs of tae
officers Jjustify the increase, to enter an order
increasing tiue compensation of the precinect,
oounty and distriot officers in an additional
amount not to exceed twenty-five (25%) per cent
of the sum allowed under the law for tne fisocal
year of 194J,, provided the total compe-sation
eauthorized under the lew for the fiscel year of
1544 aid not exceed ta: sun of Pualrt;-zix udred
(.300G.C0) Dollers.?
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"geo. 4. That Seotion 15 of Artiole 39l2e,
Revised Civil 3tatutes of Texas, 1925, as amended,
be and the same is hereby eamended by adding
thereto the following:

*1{b) The Commlissioners Court is hereby
authorized, when in tholr Judgment the finanocial
condition of the county and the needs of tLe
offiocers Justify the increase, to enter an order
inersasnins the odmpensation of the precinet,

- oounty and distriot officers in an additional
amount not to exceed twenty-rive (25%4) per ceat
of the sum allowed under the law for tha fisocal
year of 1944, provided the total coapenmation
authorized under the law for the fiscal year of
1944 814 not exoeed the sum of Thirty-six Hundred
($3600,00) Dollars.'"

, While the above law authorizes the Comnissioners®
court to grant inoreases in salarles to the various offieers,
deputies, assistanta and olerks therein remed according to
the provisionl‘thoreor. it is our opinlon that it is within
the discretion of the Commissioners® Court &s to whether any
or all of auch officers, deputies, esslstants end olerks shall
be granted tuch incroeses in their salaries, This does rot
apply, however, to the salaries of County Commissioners, It
has been held by this department in Cpicions Nos. 0-6575 and
0-6588, copiea of which are enclosed herewith for your in-
formation, that the salaries of County Commissioners are
fixed and controlled by different statutes,

House Bill }o. 84, which was s180 passed by the
recent session of the Lesislature, amends Artiole 2350 of the
Reviged Civil statutes of tae State of Texcs, 1925, 30 thet
game now regds in part as follows:

"oection 1., That Article 2350, Title i4 of
the evised Civil statutes 2f the itats ol Texas,
1925, as aiiended by Acts of tie Jairty-n.nth
legislature, Jeruler Jession, Chepnter 135, Sectioz
1l; and as anended by Acts of the Fortievh Leglis~
lasture, pa_e 435, Cherter 290, :ectiorn 1l; and as
amended by acts of the Fortieth Legislsture, First
Called Session, page 138, Chapter 46, section 1;
and &s emended by Aceta of the Forty-tnird iLegis-
lature, Aegulur Sessiorn, Chapter 216; and as
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anended by Aots of the Forty-third Leglslature,
Tirst Called Session, Chapter 83, page 220; and
as amended by Acts, Forty-fourth Legislature,
Regular 3ession, Chapter 362; be and the same ia
hereby amended so as t0 hereafter read as follows:

*tArtiocle 2350, In counties having the fol=-
lowing assessed valuations, respeoctively, as shown
by the total assessed veluations of all properties
certified by the county assessor and approved by
the Coanissioners Court, for county purposes, for
the previous year, from time to time, the County
Commissioners of such ocounties shall each receive
annual salaries not to exceed the amounts herein
speoified, sald salaries to be paid in equal
monthly installments, at least one-half (1/2), and
not exoeeding three-fourths (3/4), out of the Road
and Bridge Fund, and the remajnder out of the General
Fund of the ocounty; said asseased valuations and sal~

R urlo’ appliocable thereto being as follows:

. Asgessed Valuations o sslaries to be paid
T T '~ eaoh _Commissioner

Not to exceed §3,500,000,00, as provided at end of
~.this Sectlon.

5 3,500,001 and less than

»000,000 not to exceed - | $ 1,500.00
¢ 6,000,001 and less than
9,000,000 not to exceed $ 1,800.,00

+ 9,000,001 and leas than
10,000,000 not to exceed v 2,000,000

10,000,001 and less than

12,000,000 not to exceed « 2,200.00
v12,000,001 and less than

20,000,000 zot to exceed v 2,500.,00
+20,000,001 and less than

30,00CG,000 not to exceed « 3,000,00

v30,000,001 end less than

75,000,000 not to exceed « 3,600.00
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v 75,000,001 and less than

120,000,000 not %o excgeed $ 4,000,00
$120,000,001 and less than
140,000,000 not to exceed + 1#3300.00
$140,000,00) and less than T
400,000,000 not to exceed % 5,500.00
£400,000,001 and over _
not to exceed $ 6,000,00

*'In counties having assessed valuation of
less than Three liillion, Five Hundred Thousand
Dollare (43,500,000) sach Commissioner shall re-
ceive Five Dollars (,.5) per day for each day served
as Commissioner, and a like amount when acting as
ex-0ffloio road superintendent in his Commis- -
slonerts precinot, providing in no event shall
his total coapensation exceed Twelve Hundred
Dollars (;1200) in any one ylar. Provided, fur-
ther, however, that in counties having National
Forest Preserves and with leass'than Four Millionm,
Five llundred Thousand Dollars (44,500,000) valua-
tion that the salaries of said Commissioners shall
not efceed sighteen Sundred Dollers (,1800) per
year,'® ’

Under the adbove provisions, salaries of County Com-
missioners mey be increased, in the discoretion of the Conm-
missioners® Court, to an amount not to exceed the maximums
thereln named. For your further inforuation in econnection

with fixing the salaries of County Commissioners undexr this

anended law, we hand you nerewita copy of our upinion .o,
0-0422, which deals with said matter,

Your attertion is directed to the furtaer fect thet,

iz our opinion, any of t.e ircreases in salaries egbove re-

ferred to would be subtjeet to the budret law, (Art.6E%3-9--

68%a-11, V. A. C. 5.) and tn&t in order for increeses of

suc.a salaries, or any of them, to be made thereucder, tae
county budcet would have (0 ve amended in eccordance with
said budget law, as set forth in our ypinions ;jos., 0-5184
aad 0=5053-A, coples of which are enclosed herewith.
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We trust that this satisfaotorily answers your
inquiry.

Yours very truly,
ATTORNEY GiNLRAL OF TEXAS
By“é;ZKAi. 2 JE?a.o,¢4422:-

Jas,. %, Bassett
Aa;iatant
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